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decided to close its  electric  light  department, Mr. Gordon took a 
prominent  part  in 1887 in  the formation of the  Whitehall  Electric 
Supply Company, which in  the following year was merged in 
the Metropolitan Electric  Supply Company, with Mr. Gordon 
as Engineer.  He designed and carried out  the whole of this 
Co~npany’s central-stations, including those at  Whitehall,  Rathbone 
Place, and  South  Street, Manchester  Square. Finding  in 1889 
that  his  consulting business  was rapidly  increasing, he ceased to 
be a salaried officer of the  Metropolitan  Electric  Supply Company, 
and  in  the following year formed with  Nr. TV. J. Rivington,  until 
then  managing  director of the  publishing firm of Sampson Low, 
Narston,  Searle  and  Rivington, a company registered  under 
the  style of J. E. H. Gordon and Company, with offices in  Pall 
Nall.  There  he  carried on the business of a consulting  engineer, 
to  which  he added contracts for central-stations  and  other works. 
Among the  central-stations erected by  the firm may be  mentioned 
those  for the  lighting of the  towns of Carlow, Larne  and  Bray in 
Ireland,  and  that for the  supply of current to the  Crystal  Palace 
and Sydenham. 

Mr. Gordon’s promising  career was cut  short  by a sad accident 
on the 3rd of February, 1893. He  was  riding in the neighbour- 
hood of Croydon when  the horse bolted, and  in  attempting to turn 
too sharply  both  animal  and  rider  fell on an  asphalt pavement, 
Nr. Gordon sustaining a fracture of the  skull  which  resulted  in 
death  shortly  afterwards.  Though  only  forty  years of age  he 
was well  known in  the scientific  world by his  original work, by 
his  active  theoretical  and  practical  pursuit of electrical  subjects 
and  by  his books above referred to. Xr. Gordon was elected a 
Member of the  Institution on the  1st of April, 1890. 

WILLIAM  CHARLES  EASTON  BRIFFITH, eldest son of the 
Rev. C. H. Griffith, Rector of Strathfield  Turgiss, Winchfield, 
Hants,  was born  on the  24th of June, 1854. He commenced his 
engineering career in 1870, when he was articled for a period of 
five years to the firm of Easton, Amos and Anderson, in whose 
shops and drawing-office he displayed considerable mechanical 
ability  which stood him in good stead  subsequently. Shortly 
after  his  apprenticeship he  was sent as Resident Engineer  in 
charge of the erection of pumping-machinery in the  Whittlesea 
Mere district of Cambridgeshire. At several stations  the old 
windmill and scoop-wheel were being replaced by  the  steam- 
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engine  and  centrifugal pump, and  at  Whittlesea Mere, consequent 
upon the  general subsidence due  to  the effects of drainage,  the 
original  engine  and  centrifugal pump-the first used in the  Fen 
District-were substituted  by  an  engine of greater power and  by 
a pump of a  capacity  adapted  to work under a higher  lift. 

On the completion of this work Mr. Griffith was  sent  in 1857 
to  Baku on the Caspian Sea, where the oil industry was then 
being opened up, to  take  charge of the  laying of two pipe-lines 
for the  transport of petroleum from the oil springs to the sea- 
board. The  carrying  out of this work by  native  labour  was  then 
no light  undertaking  and  the difficulty of the position  was fully 
appreciated  by  the  Russian  authorities, who insisted on sending  a 
military escort to  protect  him. He  had not  been there long, how- 
ever, before he succeeded in  ingratiating himself with  the  natives 
sufficiently to feel that  he could get on better  without  the escort, 
which  was consequently dismissed. He  is believed to have been 
the  first  European  able  to  live  in  that  district  without protection. 
The  dangers  he  underwent  might well have discouraged  men of 
far  greater experience, but  he  stuck t o  his work in  the most 
resolute  manner  and carried it out successfully in  spite of all 
opposition. He  returned to England  in  the sunlmer of 1880 and 
in  the  following  autumn  went to  Egypt for Mr. Edward  Easton, 
to  take charge of one of the  large  irrigation pumping-stations a t  
Atfeh for a period of two years. 

I n  1883 Mr. Griffith proceeded to  British  Guiana where he was 
engaged for some few years in  the  sugar  industry,  having respon- 
sible charge of machinery  turning  out  nearly 10,000 tons  per  annum. 
I n  March, 1886, he  visited  the  United  States  and  reportedon  the 
sugar-manufacturing  industry  in Louisiana and on the Mississippi 
Jetties. In  June, 1888, he was appointed by the  West Coast 
Defence Commissioners-and in the following February by the 
East Coast Commissioners-to report upon and prepare a scheme 
for the  permanent protection of the two coasts. He completed 
the  surveys for the  West Coast and  sent in his  report  to  the 
Commissioners in  April, 1889, and was engaged on the  East Coast 
when,  owing to the  state of his  health,  he was ordered home, and 
it was at  home that  he completed and  sent  in  his  report on 
that work. During  the  latter  part of his  residence in Demerara 
Mr. Griffith suffered much from  repeated attacks of fever, to 
which  the  peculiar  nature of the work he was engaged upon 
rendered  him  particularly  liable;  his  heart  had  already been 
affected by  a severe attack of rheumatic fever, contracted while 
serving  his  apprenticeship,  and  although  he  rallied for a time 
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after  his  return  to  England,  the disease had  taken too firm a  hold 
for  him to shake it off, and  he died at  Strathfield  Turgiss on 
the 3rd of May, 1893, at  the  comparatively  early age of thirty-eight. 

Mr. Griffith possessed abilities of no mean  order and  but for his 
untimely end  would undoubtedly  have  gained considerable 
eminence in  the profession. He was  greatly esteemed and 
respected by  all  with whom he came into contact, both socially 
and professionally. He was elected a Member of the  Institution 
on the 3rd of December, 1889. 

JOHN RICHARDSON  HEWITT, born a t  Chesterfield on the 
28th of April, 1842, was the son of‘ a  colliery  manager, well known 
in  the Midlands as  the  originator of pract,ical devices in connection 
with pumping-machinery and of improved  methods of working 
coal on the  Longwall system. After  being educated at  Ripley 
School, he was trained  as a Mining  Engineer  at Swanwick 
Colliery, near Alfreton, with  the  management of which  he  was 
subsequently  entrusted. 

I n  October, 1866, Mr. Hemitt became an  Assistant  to  the  late 
Mr. John  Thomas Woodhouse,’ who had a very extensive practice 
in  the Midlands  as  a Mining  Engineer. I n  this  capacity  he 
gained  during  the  next  twelve  years  such wide  experience that 
on the  death of Mr. Woodhouse in 1878, he  set  up  in practice on 
his own account at  Derby as B Civil  and  Mining  Engineer  and, 
in  partnership  with  that gentleman’s secretary, Mr. M. H. Bobart, 
was able  to  carry on a  considerable part of the former business. 
Among the several important works of which Mr. Hewitt had charge 
during  the  next fifteen years  may be mentioned the construction of 
a branch  railway from Ripley on the Midland Company’s system to 
Marehay  Main Colliery ; the  sinking of two pit-shafts, respectively 
19  and 16 feet in  diameter  and 650 feet deep, at  Moston Colliery, 
near Manchester, through  alluvial soil and  sand-beds;  and  an 
extensive  boring of upwards of 2,000 feet in  Nottinghamshire. 
From 1881 he acted  as Chief Engineer  to  the  Chatterley  Iron 
Company’s important  works  in  North Staffordshire and also had 
the responsible superintendence of various collieries in  Derbyshire, 
Yorkshire, Warwickshire  and Staffordshire. As mining  adviser 
to snch large owners of mineral  property as the Dukes of Devon- 
shire  and  Portland,  Earl  Nanvers,  Earl  Bathurst, Viscount Galway 

1 Miuutes of Proceediugs Inst. C.E., vol. lv. p. 322. 
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